
Subtheme Description

Abortion: Attitudes
Questions about justifications for termination (including sex 
selection) and opinions on abortion laws.

Abortion: Experience
Behavioral questions for men and women about experience of 
abortion, men's participation in the decision and process, including in 
financial support. Excludes questions on attitudes.

Antenatal Care
Questions for men and women about men's participation in 
antenatal care. Includes questions on experience, frequency of 
participation in care visits, and reasons for missing care visits.

Carework: Time Use

Questions on frequency of participation in and distribution among 
partners of caregiving tasks including daily routine care, feeding, 
taking children to leisure activities, disciplining, changing clothes and 
diapers, helping with homework. Includes questions that are specific 
to children's age groups (0 to 4, 5 to 13, 14 to 17) and questions that 
are age-agnostic and apply to children of all ages. Questions on 
housework and other domestic tasks are listed under Housework: 
Time Use.

Childhood: Adversity
Questions about respondents' adverse childhood experiences. 
Includes questions about impact of poverty, mental health of 
caregivers, relationship with and between caregivers.

Childhood: Domestic 
Tasks

Questions on frequency of domestic tasks done in respondents' 
childhood and adolescence and questions on whether they were 
taught these tasks in childhood. 

Childhood: Neglect
Questions about respondent's childhood experiences of neglect from 
caregivers. Includes questions about parents' substance use as it 
relates to child neglect.

Childhood: Physical 
Violence

Questions about experience of physical violence in respondent's 
childhood. 

Conflict: Experience
Questions about witnessing conflict during war, and experiencing 
violence and loss of life and property.

Cultural Practices: 
Experience

Questions about experiences of cultural practices involving women 
and children (e.g., bachabazi, wife hospitality, wife inheritance). 
Excludes questions about attitudes around these practices which are 
listed under Cultural Practices: Perceptions. Excludes questions about 
female genital cutting which are listed under Female Genital 
Mutilation.

Cultural Practices: 
Laws

Questions on attitudes about laws and policies governing specific 
cultural practices, like honor killings or transmission of nationality 
from women to their spouses and children.

Cultural Practices: 
Perceptions

Questions on individual attitudes and social norms related to cultural 
practices involving women, e.g., burka, gukuna, virginity testing, 
wife hospitality. Includes questions on attitudes linking men's honor 
directly to women's actions. Excludes experiences of these practices. 
Excludes questions on female circumcision, which are listed under 
Female Genital Cutting. Excludes questions related to marriage, e.g., 
on early marriage, bride price, or polygamy which are listed under 
Marriage: Practices & Perceptions



Custody & Divorce: 
Perceptions

Individual attitudes and social norms questions around divorce 
including on reception of divorced women in the community. 
Includes questions on awareness of and opinions on divorce and 
custody laws. Includes specific questions on perceptions of fairness 
of divorce and custody laws toward men and women on aspects like 
child support, alimony, division of assets, and housing rights.

Custody: Non-
Custodial Parents

These are primarily behavioral questions about respondents who do 
not live with their children and their provision of financial support, 
visitation, and communication with children.

Decision Making: 
Practice

Questions about decision making behaviors among couples and also 
in the childhood household. Questions cover a variety of topics 
including contraception use, expenditure on various categories, 
socializing and spending time with family, mobility, children's 
schooling. These questions capture actual decision making and 
excludes questions about attitudes around decision making, which 
are listed under Power & Control: Perceptions. Excludes attitudes 
about having more say in important decisions in relationships, which 
are listed under IPV: Controlling Behaviors.

Demographics: 
Children

Questions about respondents' children, including on number of 
children, age of children, and whether or not they live in the same 
household.

Demographics: 
Respondent

Demographic questions on age, tribe, ethnicity, household 
composition or family structure, country of origin, level of education, 
employment status, hours worked and overtime, education level of 
parents, mother working outside the home in respondents' 
childhood. Includes questions on who was primary caregiver during 
respondents' childhood and on influential male figures.

Discipline: Perceptions

Questions on individual attitudes, social norms and perceptions 
around use of violence by teachers, harsh discipline in respondent's 
own childhood and use against respondent's children. Excludes 
questions on use of violence by teachers which are listed under 
School: Experience.

Violence: Emotional
Questions about experience of emotional violence in respondent's 
childhood. 

Empathy
Questions about empathetic responses to situations and people, 
including on concern for those less fortunate or those being taken 
advantage of.

Family Planning: 
Perceptions

Questions on attitudes about contraception including on family 
planning or fertility decisions, outrage at partner suggesting a 
condom, side effects of contraception, and opinions on accessibility 
to contraception. Includes a few questions eliciting opinions on 
women's responsibility in avoiding pregnancies, and women being 
defined in terms of their childbearing roles.



Family Planning: 
Behaviors

Questions on contraception use, including on type of contraception 
method, frequency of use, use at first and last sexual experience, and 
reasons for non-use. Includes questions on actual family planning or 
fertility decisions, like ideal number of children and who among the 
partners wanted to have the child.

Female Genital Cutting

Questions specific to female genital cutting (FGC) or female 
circumcision. Includes questions on individual attitudes, social norms, 
on decision-making, reasons for opting for and against FGC. Includes 
questions on awareness of campaigns against FGC.

Gender Equality: 
Perceptions

Questions related specifically to individual attitudes and social norms 
around gender equality. Question elicit opinions on statements 
about women's rights meaning men lose out, gender equality having 
come far enough already, women taking jobs away from men, and 
so on. Includes questions to gauge awareness and knowledge of 
laws promoting gender equality.

Gender Roles & 
Responsibilities

Questions on individual attitudes, social norms, and actual 
experiences of gender roles and gendered responsibilities in 
childhood home and in the present. Questions cover attitudes on 
women's mobility, access to education, care work, house work or 
domestic work, providing for the family, and a few questions on 
women's right to careers and work outside the home. Excludes 
questions on stereotypes about women and childbearing which are 
listed under Family Planning: Attitudes.

Health: Mental

Mental health questions on depression symptoms, screening for 
depression, life satisfaction, suicide ideation, and anxiety related to 
conflict and war. Including questions on satisfaction with physical 
appearance or related to body image.

Health: Physical

Behavioral questions about men's health-seeking, injuries, accidents, 
perceived health status. Includes about last visit to health provider 
for a range of specific physical health concerns and visits within past 
month.

Health: Sexual

Questions on sexually transmitted infections and diseases, HIV 
testing, partners' HIV testing, experience of sexual dysfunction, 
sexual health seeking behavior and reasons for not visiting a sexual 
health provider.

Housework: Father's 
Participation

Questions on whether and how often respondents' fathers 
participated in a range of housework and care work tasks, including 
cleaning the house, preparing food, managing the budget, and 
playing with the children.

Housework: Time Use

Questions on frequency of participation in and distribution among 
partners of domestic tasks, specifically housework and not 
caregiving tasks. Includes questions for men and women around 
satisfaction with the division of labor between partners. Includes a 
few questions on whether the household had domestic help. 
Questions on caregiving are listed under Care work: Time Use.



Hypersexuality

Specific questions on individual attitudes and social norms around 
hypersexuality. Questions elicit opinions on statements like men 
needing sex more than women, men being always ready for sex, and 
men needing multiple sexual partners. 

Income & Assets

Questions about income and economic hardship. Includes questions 
on being able to afford certain things, pay bills with difficulty, list of 
assets owned by the household, and questions about income. 
Excludes questions on partner's income that are listed under Partner 
Characteristics. Includes questions about inheritance.

IPV: Childhood 
Exposure

Questions about respondents witnessing their mothers experiencing 
intimate partner violence as children, including spousal violence. 
Includes questions to respondents about their own children being 
exposed to partner violence in the household.

IPV: Controlling 
Behaviors

Mostly behavioral questions, but includes a few questions on 
individual attitudes. Includes questions about men wanting to know 
where their partner is, assuming women partners are available for 
sex, controlling who she spends time with, when she leaves the 
house, and similar controlling behaviors. Most questions on 
perpetration have parallel questions on experience, but the variable 
names may not mirror each other.

IPV: Economic

Questions for men and women about perpetration and experience of 
economic intimate partner violence, including spousal violence. 
Includes questions about lifetime violence (ever used or ever 
experienced) and current violence (used or experienced in the past 
year).

IPV: Emotional

Questions for men and women about perpetration and experience of 
emotional intimate partner violence, including spousal violence. 
Questions cover verbal and psychological abuse, including insults, 
humiliation, intimidation, threats of harm. Includes questions about 
lifetime violence (ever used or ever experienced) and current 
violence (used or experienced in the past year).

IPV: Physical

Questions for men and women about perpetration and experience of 
physical intimate partner violence, including spousal violence and 
violence using weapons. Includes questions about lifetime violence 
(ever used or ever experienced) and current violence (used or 
experienced in the past year).

IPV: Sexual

Questions for men and women about perpetration and experience of 
sexual intimate partner violence (IPV), including spousal violence. 
Includes questions about lifetime violence (ever used or ever 
experienced) and current violence (used or experienced in the past 
year). Includes questions about attitudes on sexual IPV, including 
acceptance and justification due to male provision of financial 
support.

Male Toughness
Attitudes questions about men's use of violence for defending one's 
reputation and about defining masculinity through aggression.



Marriage: Perceptions 
& Practices

Attitudes, behavioral and experience questions related to marriage, 
and not partnership more generally. Includes questions on 
appropriate age for marriage, who should or should not marry (e.g., 
a woman who was previously engaged, or who is more educated, 
older, or from a different religion), unmarried women having the 
same rights as unmarried men, cultural practices like polygamy, 
bride price, and baad. Includes attitudes questions about a man 
being defined by marrying, about decision-making related to 
marriage,  marriage laws (civil marriage and laws favoring men or 
women), and costs related to wedding.

Migration

Questions on impact of migration and displacement on household 
decision-making and relationships with various family members. 
Includes questions on demographics and specifics of migration such 
as destination location, reasons for migrating, whether migrated with 
spouse.

Parental Leave

Behavioral and attitudes questions for men and women around 
parental leave. Includes questions on how much time was taken off, 
reasons for not taking leave, impact of taking leave on relationship 
with child, impact of parental leave on employment.

Demographics: 
Partner

Questions about respondents' partner and relationship including on 
relationship status, age at marriage, number of marriage or 
cohabitation partners, education and occupation of partner, and who 
has more education and earns more. 

Power & Control: 
Perceptions

Questions on individual attitudes and social norms on control and 
power in decision making. Includes questions about men having the 
final say, women challenging men's decisions, respect, household 
headship, how decisions should made about contraception, fertility 
and children. Excludes questions on decision making behaviors that 
are listed under Decision Making: Practice.

Relationship Quality
Questions about level of satisfaction with intimate relationships, 
including behavioral questions about communication and 
satisfaction with emotional and sexual aspects of relationship.

Religion
Questions on impact of religion on respondents including 
demographic questions about religious denomination, behavioral 
and attitudes questions.

School: Experience

Questions about respondents' time at school, mostly covering issues 
like teasing, bullying, sex with girls in school, whether girls were 
treated with respect, and gang fights at school. Includes a few school 
policy questions, such as whether the school was co-ed and if girls 
were allowed to continue schooling when pregnant. Includes 
questions about prosocial activities, such as participation in school 
groups and choirs. Please note that questions may not always relate 
specifically to school as the location but are listed here due to their 
significant thematic overlap with other questions in this section.



Sex & Relationships: 
Perceptions

Questions on individual attitudes and social norms around 
consequences for adolescent sexuality, on age of marriage, 
relationship decisions, and pre-marital sex. Includes a few questions 
on laws related to consensual unions among adolescents.

Sexual Diversity: 
Perceptions

Questions on individual attitudes and social norms about the 
acceptance of and rights of sexual and gender minorities (SGM). 
Includes questions on opinions on laws protecting rights of SGM. 
Excludes questions about justification of violence against SGM, 
which are listed under Violence: Perceptions.

Sexual Diversity: 
Experience

Demographic questions on sexual orientation and expression. 
Includes questions of experiencing harassment based on sexual 
orientation and gender identity and behavioral and experience 
questions about relationships.

Sexual Harassment

Questions on attitudes about acceptance of sexual harassment in 
public spaces. Includes experience questions about perpetrating and 
experiencing sexual harassment, opinions of laws against sexual 
harassment, and sexual harassment in the workplace. Excludes 
questions about sexual harassment in school, which are listed under 
School: Experience.

Sexual History

Questions on number of sexual partners, age at first sex, first sexual 
experience, sexual experiences with same-sex partners, satisfaction 
with frequency of sexual relations. Includes questions about partners 
in the past year.

Violence: Sexual

Attitudes questions about sexual violence including where 
ambiguous if the perpetrator was an intimate partner or other 
individual. Experience questions about sexual violence experienced 
in childhood. Includes questions about reasons for perpetrating 
sexual violence.

Social Cohesion & 
Support

Questions on having friends or someone to talk to, seeking support 
for relationship or personal issues, and on cohesion and solidarity in 
community.

Son Preference
Attitudes questions about preferring sons over daughters, including 
on preferential access to schooling and perceptions of daughters as 
financial burden.

Substance Use

Questions for men and women about the alcohol and drug use, 
including during respondent's adolescence or in school. Includes 
questions about past year use and questions about use of violence 
related to substance use. 

Survey: Feedback
Questions eliciting feedback on experience of responding to the 
survey. 

Transactional Sex: 
Perceptions

Individual attitudes and social norms questions about transactional 
sex. Includes questions about opinions on sex work and laws related 
to commercial sex work or prostitution.



Transactional Sex: 
Experience

Questions for men and women about experiences of transactional 
sex, reasons for engaging in transactional sex, including male 
provision of financial or other means of support. Includes questions 
of experience with sex workers or prostitutes, including in instances 
where the individual may have been coerced into sex work.

Violence Laws: 
Perceptions

Questions that gauge awareness of and elicit opinions on laws in the 
region against domestic violence and violence against women. 
Includes questions about perceptions of women being exposed to 
further harm and stigmatization while pursuing such cases. Includes 
attitudes questions about criminalizing marital rape, whether these 
laws are too harsh or not harsh enough, and treating honor killings as 
murder.

Domestic Workers: 
Perceptions

Questions about instances of abuse of domestic workers including 
physical, economic, and emotional violence. Includes questions 
about experience with domestic workers in childhood home and 
attitudes questions about laws around protections for domestic 
workers.

Violence: 
Interventions

Questions on participation in programs aiming to prevent violence 
against women (VAW) and awareness of VAW prevention 
campaigns. Includes questions about bystander intervention (e.g., 
witnessing violence by a stranger against a woman and own 
response to it) and on speaking to sons about VAW.

Violence: Perceptions

Questions about individual attitudes and social norms around 
violence against women and sexual and gender minorities. Includes 
questions about opinions on and awareness of violence against 
women laws. Excludes questions on rape myths.

Violent Crime

Questions on experience and perpetration of violence outside the 
home, criminal behavior, gang violence, arrests and incarceration, 
and ownership and use of weapons. Includes questions about 
partners' participation in violent crime. Excludes questions on sexual 
harassment which are listed under Sexual Harassment. 

Women: Public Sphere

Questions about women in work outside the home and women in 
public life. Include questions that elicit opinions about suitability of 
and support for women in various positions, with a focus on political 
positions. Includes questions about attitudes around women 
working outside the home, including opinions on having female 
bosses or colleagues. Includes questions on opinions about quotas 
for women.

Work & Workplace 
Stress

Questions for men and women on feelings about work and income, 
mostly on emotional impact of and stress from not having enough 
work and work instability. Includes questions about not spending 
enough time with children or doing too much unpaid care work. 
Includes questions for respondent and partner. Includes a few 
questions about domestic workers' rights and social protection for 
informal workers.



Nationalism

Questions about respondent's attitudes and feelings about 
nationalism. Includes questions about whether the respondent 
would go to war for their country, whether they believe everyone 
should be respected irrespective of their nationality.

Disability: Perceptions

Questions about attitudes and norms around persons with 
disabilities. Includes demographic questions about whether the 
respondent are themselves disabled or have family menbers with 
disabilities.


